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	Fort Hills is located in Alberta’s Athabasca region, 90 kilometres north of Fort McMurray. Fort Hills is an open-pit truck and shovel mine. Operations at Fort Hills are substantially similar to those of our Oil Sands Base mining and extraction assets; however, Fort Hills uses a paraffinic froth treatment process to produce a marketable bitumen product that is partially decarbonized, resulting in a higher-quality bitumen requiring less diluent and eliminating the need for on-site upgrading facilities. The resulting emissions intensity is similar to the typical barrel refined in North America, on a full life-cycle basis.

Suncor is the owner and operator of the Fort Hills project.

Fort Hills began producing paraffinic froth-treated bitumen from secondary extraction in early 2018 and has a nameplate capacity of 194,000 barrels per day (gross) of bitumen.

Its life expectancy is approximately 50 years based on current mine plans.



        [image: Five researchers and a wildlife management contractor walking in Nikanotee Fen. They are wearing hard hats and safety vests.] 




        
            Land and reclamation
        


        For as long as we’ve been developing the oil sands, reclaiming land disturbed by our operations has been a priority.
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            Métis community makes historic land purchase through Astisiy partnership 
        


        The Astisiy partnership brings together three First Nations, five Métis communities and Suncor in a partnership which acquired all of TC Energy’s 15 per cent equity interest in the Northern Courier Pipeline. In less than a year of Astisiy becoming final, the Willow Lake Métis Nation (WLMN) earned enough revenue from that partnership to purchase its own land.


        
            Read the story

            
			    
		    
        




Operations

In primary extraction, the conditioned oil sands slurry is fed to two trains of separation cells. The separation cells remove the bitumen from the sand, which yields a froth mixture of bitumen, water and clay.

Froth is then sent for further treatment in secondary extraction where it is mixed with solvent and sent through two stages of counter-current settlers to remove asphaltenes and excess sand and water. The bitumen is then sent to a solvent recovery unit to remove the solvent and prepare the bitumen for shipping. The final product is marketable bitumen.

The heavy asphaltenes, sand and remaining water from the settlers travel through a tailings solvent recovery unit (TSRU) to remove any remaining solvent and prepare the tailings for disposal in the out-of-pit-tailings area (OPTA).

Hot bitumen pipeline (via Northern Courier Pipeline) carries Paraffinic Froth treatment product to East Tank Farm for blending and shipment to market.
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						Two haul trucks emptying their loads into a crusher at Fort Hills.
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		Operations


	
		Fort Hills scores turnaround hat trick
	








		[image: Fort Hills ore preparation plant]


		Operations


	
		Strengthening our position: acquisition of TotalEnergies' Canadian operations
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		Safety


	
		Driver Safety System: Using technology to improve safety
	








		[image: Two men wearing blue coveralls and hard hats overlook an oil sands mine site.]


		Investments


	
		It's all about the base: Suncor's future depends on a strong and healthy base business
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Our vision is to be Canada’s leading energy provider respected for our people, performance, sustainability and relationships that together create value-added contributions to society, communities, customers and shareholders.
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